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“The difficult Thing May 
Be Done Right Away. The 
Impossible Takes a Little 
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THE WAR CHEST IS THEIR HOPE CHEST 
Thirty Million Served by the U.S. O. Every Month 


SOME “PERSONALS” FROM 
PERSONNEL 

S. C. Miller—Personnel Director 

As you have noticed, 
we always try to give 
some deserving em- 
ployee a boost inthis 
column, but before con- 
tinuing, I want you to 
know that I was NOT the 
one who dropped all the 
sockets in the dip room. | 
know, because ! was 


there. 


lt has been reported to me on good 
authority that CORVIO TULLIO of the 
Polish Department has turned over a 
new leaf and hasn't been absent or late 
for the past three weeks. According to 
the reports TULLIO "seen the light’. 

Whether it was the red light he saw 

while traveling in his 100 mile-an-hour 
Ford or another light in DON MAG- 
GIORA‘S eyes, we shall never know, 
Bui we hope Tullio keeps this light be- 
fore him and a good record behind him. 
In going over some records the other 
day I noticed a folder with GEORGE 
WADDLETON’S name on it. The folder 
was so worn I looked inside and noticed 
that GEORGE came to California in 1923 
and has been working for Plomb Tool 
Sver since. GEORGE began work as a 
Grinder at 35c an hour, worked up to 
Lead Man, and was later promoted to 
Foreman of the Grinding Line, where he 
iS at present. Those of you who know 
anything about the Grinding Depart- 
ment know that George has done a real 
JOb with his gang. If you want to know 
the Department that has the best bond 
record, the lowest absentee rate or the 
Smallest turnover, you can guess the 
Stinding line and you will usually be 
right. 

One of the biggest problems a Person- 
ne} Department has is to keep good 
Steady people on the job. Turnover and 
absenteeism have always been a bug- 


(Continued on Page 3) 


“Well,” you say, leaning back in your chair in the evening, “it's almost 
over. The Allies don’t need home front help from us, with the war nearly won. 
The army doesn’t need USO lounges, with most of the men overseas. And who 
needs help at home, with everybody working? Yet just now | tumed on the 
radio and heard an appeal for the War Chest.” 


What's the answer? 


Last year there were 8,000,000 men in the armed forces. This year there 
are 14,000,000. Six million more need the services the War Chest brings them 
—through War Prisoners Aid—to 7,000,000 men in enemy camps; through 
United Seamen's Service—with 82 rest centers and clubs on six continents; 
through USO, with 87 troupes to provide entertainment for war-weary men in 
every combat zone. Here at home, where thousands of men are being trained 
for over-seas replacement and thousands more are home getting well enough to 
return to the fight, 2,200 USO clubs and service units are serving 30,000,000 


every month. 

If the war should end iomorrow, 
dumping the millions of armed forces 
back into civilian life, their need for 
our help would be even greater than 
it is now. With a $3,000 allocation for 
the new Veterans Service Cenier, ihe 
Chest has planned for that war crisis 
also. For at the new Center, returning 
veterans—and ihere are thousands of 
them already—will find in one place 
the services they would otherwise 


search weeks and iramp miles for— 
employment, re-training, vocational 
counselling, medical treatment, rehabi- 
litation, help with personal and family 
readjustment problems as well as tech- 
nical and legal matters. 


NOT UNTIL THE WAR IS WON can our 
help reach many of the enslaved countries 
where people starve that their enemies 
may eat. Last year, however, the War 
Chest was able to help 25,000 war orphans 
in China, provide subsistence rations for 
3,000,000 starving Greeks, get 8.400 medi- 
cal kits to guerrilla-fighting Yugoslavia, 
send 3,795,530 pounds of seed to replant 
the scorched earth of Russia. But one more 
year of war has exhausted the food supply 
of thousands, and made orphans of thou- 
sands more, blown the roofs from over 
thousands of other heads, 


It's little enough, you may be thinking, 
to help these people who have stopped 
enemy bombs for us, but who can need 


help here at home? Well, many of 

those 14,000,000 servicemen have wives 

and small children whose only income 

is their small government allotment. If 

the wife goes to work—and often she 

musi—who provides care for the chil- 
dren while she’s away? That's where 
the War Chest—through one of the 94 
Community Chest agencies—comes in. 
"“Stll,” you say, ‘aside from such serv- 
icemen's families nobody else at home 
needs help. Anyone can get a job.’ 
Old Mrs. Johnson, who at 93 is helpless 
and homeless, can’t. Young Bill Smith, 
completely blind and partially para- 
lyzed, has found it hard. Johnny Doe, 
abandoned at the age of two, will some 
day be earning money io help homeless 
children himself, but right now—while 
he's cared for by your War Chest gift— 
he must wait awhile. 

Even if the war in Europe should end 
this year, there's still the Pacific-wide 
war with Japan, which will then shift 
war emphasis to the West Coast almost 
immediately. Millions of servicemen, 
with millions of needs, will pour from 
the East into our Western ports of em- 
barkation. 

Yet the needs of our 14,000,000 serv- 
icemen are only one part of the three- 
fold need the War Chest must fill. In 
war-drained Europe and China, for 
instance, ihe War Chest has done 
much, must do more. 
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COMING EVENTS 


GIRLS’ SOFT BALL 
Watch for New Schedule of Games. 


THE MEMPHIS BELLE: Thrilling 
Aviation Saga — the story of a 
Flying Fortress. Exciting and 
authentic. CLUB HOUSE — 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 — 
4:15 and 5:15 P.M. 
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ABOUT 


LILGgS Johnny, Mike, Pete and Mary 
Spoils - Kitas- /olos 


METALLURGICAL DEPARTMENT 


A group of Plomb Tool Company em- 
ployees visited the Kaiser Company, 
Inc., steel mill at Fontana, California, 
Friday, August 25, 1944. The party was 
conducted through the mill by Mr. F. 
Boileau and reported a very interesting 
and informative visit. The men ex- 
pressed their appreciation of the cour- 
tesy extended to them by the company 
through its representatives Mr. F. Boi- 
leau of Fontana and Mr. P. M. Offill, Jr., 
of the Los Angeles Division. 

Those present were: MESSRS.: M. 
MAUTNER, G. CARLSON, H. D. NOR- 
TON, G. CRIST, T. PEASE, F. J. ROB- 
BINS, L. W. ROBINSON, J. TEMPLETON, 
E. SMOLICH, K. OLSON, A. CRAFT, 
C. HOWDESHELT, and J. M. WEEKS. 


We are sorry to hear that LOREN 
LORD is again in the hospital. 


A new concrete floor will be laid in 
the Sandblast Department this weekend. 


GENE HARRIS has received a card 
from PVT. NATHAN LEPA formerly with 
the Heat Treat Department and now re- 
ceiving basic training at Camp Hood, 
Texas. He sends his ‘‘best regards” to 
his friends here. 


THE MEMPHIS BELLE 


The Memphis Belle, thrilling War De- 
partment Official Film to be shown in 
the Club House Tuesday at 4:15 and 
5:15 is the story of one of the most fa- 
mous Flying Fortresses and her crew 
and their adventures in the sky. 

Listen to one of the gunners: '’'Tem- 
peratures of 60 below are not uncom- 
mon at the altitudes at which the Mem- 
phis Belle flew on some occasions. But 
again the enemy would make it so hot 
for us that the sub zero temperature 
meant nothing. Sometimes we were 
over the target less than fifteen minutes 
but in that fifteen minutes there was 
enough hell let loose to last a lifetime. 
The worst part was the moment we were 
actually over the target. The bomb bay 
doors would open, the bombs would 
plummet to earth with a harsh roar and 


two miles below you'd see them hit and 
mushroom upward like geysers.” 

Combat flying is always hazardous 
from the time the fortress leaves base 
until she returns. In this picture are to 
be seen the condensed chronicle of sey- 
eral thrilling flights. Come and see it. 
It's a picture you will remember for 
years to come. 


GENERAL OFFICE 

The northernmost corner of the North 
Office has looked rather vacant with ai 
least one of its members on vacation 
for the past month. BLANCHE REGAN 
returned last Monday from two weeks 
of eating and sleeping. BETTY STACY 
and WILLIE JONES have been enjoying 
some of the same. JOE LEACH has also 
just returned from his vacation which 
was climaxed by ithe Plomb fishing trip. 

We shall all certainly miss NOLA 
NOYES when she leaves us soon. Besi 
wishes from us all, NOLA. 

If you want to know about the trip to 
the Kaiser Steel Mills at Fontana taken 
by several of the Department Heads 
lately, just aak MONTY MAUTNER, He 


thought it was great! 3 


COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 
Eunice Pimental 

“A little more chipped ice please. 
Golly it's getting creamy! I want to lick 
the paddle when it's finished," they said 
in unison! These were the cries of the 
experts making good ol’ fashioned pine 
apple ice-cream at NORMA HOGAN'S 
home in El Monte Sunday. 

A scrumptious chicken dinner was 
served, followed by badminton for ob 
vious reasons. PATTY GELDERMANN 
was the ‘Star’ of the game. She was 
given four extra serves so that she 
would eventually contact the “bird”. 
P.S. She always succeeded on the fifth 
try) NORMA HOGAN ran her a close 
second batting left handed. Draw your 
own conclusions. 

We've found out what GERRIE RIG- 
GIN’S hobby is too... eating chicken! 

When it was time to leave, the Mail- 
ing and Filing girls heartily agreed they 
had a wonderful time and Norma the 
perfect hostess. 
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FAREWELL PARTY 


FOR KAY WARD 


I wish to take this means of expressing my appreciation for your thought- 
fulness cn the occasion of my leaving the employ of Plomb. 


My association with all of you has 


been for me one of the most pleasant 


experiences of my life, which I will not soon forget. 


Please accept my thanks for the beautiful gifts, and so many ‘well wishes” 


given me. 


(Continued from Page 1} 


a-boo for us here. Although absenteeism 
went down last month to the lowest fig- 
ure since the start of the war, it is again 
beginning to creep back as a thorn in 
our side. The number of absentees has 
been increasing regularly during the 
past two weeks. 

Turnover is and has been a big prob- 
lem. Sometimes the cause is regrettable 
thcughtlessness. The job simply doesn’t 
seem important, or you think, ‘The war 
news is so gocd, I'm sure the war will 
be over soon.” Sometimes it's merely 
“grass that looks greener from an at- 
tractive distance. Or it may be a touch 
of the old wanderlust. Another says, 


KAY WARD. 


"What's money for if it isn't to have a 
good time? Just US won't hold up such 
big-scale war production, and we can 
always get another job.” 


Yes, thoughtlessness and unwilling- 
ness to put up with inconveniences such 
as long hours, oil, or heat are important 
causes of turnover. 


We are continually receiving requests 
from Army Air Forces, Navy, and W.P.B. 
to keep our people on the job of turning 
out tools for the men who haven't 
stopped fighting over there. So, since 
you are all war workers and soldiers of 
production, stay on the job till our boys 
come home from over there. 


THIS IS OUR COUNTRY 


In the Axis countries, to be caught 
reading anything but government orig- 
inated news is punishable by death. 

That may seem strange to us over 
here who pick up our daily paper every 
morning or night—the paper of our 
choice — without a single bit of hesita- 
tion — except as to whether the head- 
lines are good or bad. 

We can't, however, afford to take our 
many little freedoms for granted. We 
must guard them as we would a most 
precious ireasure. 

For in those countries where men and 
women were willing to give up or put 
aside many of these every day free 
doms, they soon discovered that they 
had surrendered the right to run their 
own lives. 

Over here, we can have our say — 
we can read our own papers, turn our 
radios on — or off — freely and without 
fear, for this is our country, we run it — 
and we'll fight to keep it that way. 


CHICAGO NEWS 
Willard Nelson 
ROBERT SLINING is now flying on 
Pacific front lines. He has made several 
missions over enemy territory. 


AL MIDDLETON, a former employee, 
received his wings Aug. 4 at Frederick 
Field, Oklahoma. 


PHILIP D’ANTONIO is leaving for the 
service Aug. 19. We will all miss PHIL 
as we did the others that have left. 


MR. DILLON STEVENS of Los An- 
geles paid us a visit. 


We welcome anew employee, MARY 
RIZZETO, who is in inspection. 


At seven o'clock on the moming of 
Aug. 5, a sixth child, a son, was born to 
MARY O'CONNOR. Congratulations, 
Mary. 

ROSE SWANSON has left us for a 
brief stay in Ashland, Wisconsin. She 
will be back with us again in Sept. 


We are all glad to see our Office 
Manager, KEN THORSON, back from 
his two weeks vacation in Wisconsin. 


GUESTS OF THE CLUB HOUSE 


Last week the Club House again rang 
the bell both in the number and quality 
of quesis who visited the establishment. 
Because of their support the Club House 
now more than justifies its existence as 
a social center where all Plomb toolers 
may relax and enjoy a noon-day snack. 

The radio, recently moved from the 
kitchen, now furnishes dance music 
during the noon hour and rest periods 

for those who wish to dance. 

Shuffleboard has proven a real at 
traction. Even the forge shop men enjoy 
pushing the “counters” along the pol- 
ished floor. 

Among the lovelies 
who visited us and who 
like our new set up were, 
first, BERTHA VIGIL, who 
as most of you know is 
the ray of sunshine from 
Production Control. This 
young lady has a sense 
of humor that makes life, 
not a problem, but a constant oppor- 
tunity to make the best of every situa- 
tion. Incidentally she said some com- 
plimentary things about our Club House 
and how nice it looks in its new arrange- 
ment. Maybe some other 
Plomb Toolers who have 
not visited us in a long 
time should plan to come 
out and see these im- 
provements. 

Then there was ZANIE, 
who came with BERTHA. 
She's the gal with the 
twinkling black eyes. She 
can say a lot more with those eyes than 
most folks can with an extensive vocab- 
ulary. 

Then there was JOE FINNIE and 
LUCILLE BOZAJIAN — the gal who 
knows more jive talk than anyone I've 
ever listened to. And as for jazz bands, 
she knows where all of them are play- 
ing. My ear hasn't been trained to ap- 
preciate HARRY JAMES and JIMMY 
DORSEY yet. Someone said that their 
music was simply ‘stunning’. Well, the 
nearest thing I've ever heard to it was 
a truck loaded with empty milk cans 
that had a collision with another truck 
that was loaded with live ducks. It 
really takes a farmer to appreciate that 
one. However, we never grow too old 
to learn. I may develop into a jitterbug 
yet. Thanks, kids, for paying us @ visit. 

ANN MINCHER, former nurse in U. S. 
Navy, now assigned to shore duty visit- 
ing several hundred war production 
plants between Santa Barbara and San 
Diego. In case of any war worker being 
badly injured, she sees to it that the 
best medical care is furnished. Also 
attends hearings to determine validity 
of injury claims. 

MISS MINCHER was on Guadalcanal 
and had combat experience and about 
evely kind of weather it is possible to 
imagine. 


DIANE CHRISTINE RADCLIFFE — 
Father: CHARLES; Mother: EDITH. Born 
October 27, 1943. Place: Hollywood 
Presbyterian Hospital. Weighed: 7 lbs. 
4 ozs. at birth. Teeth: 2 upper and 2 
lower. 

Would like to start crawling about 
but doesn’t know what to do with her 
posterior. 

The study of child psychology prior 
to the birth of our little girl has proved 
very helpful in dealing with the many 
problems relating to her upbringing. 

For example: If she has an unusually 
“cranky” spell, I do one or all of the 
following six things, in the order named, 
to put her into a happy frame of mind. 
1. | make faces at her. 

2.1 make unusual noises at her. 

3. I sing to her (same as number 2). 

4,1 lie on my back, place her on my 
chest and let her beat me on the 
head with her rattle (or some other 
object not too heavy) — she loves 
this. 

5.1 call her mother. 

6. I leave. 


— VISIT YOUR CLUB HOUSE — 


TRAILER FOR SALE: Equipped for 
sleeping — universal hitch — good 


tires — reasonable price — See 
RALPH ADAMS, Tool and Die De- 
partment. 


— BUY MORE WAR BONDS — 


— BUY MORE WAR BONDS — 


THE ONLY CHAP WHO MAKES 
ANYTHING FROM RUNNING THE 
OTHER FELLOW DOWN IS THE ELE- 
VATOR OPERATOR. 


EMPLOYEE’S OPINIONS 
(From Plomb Employee Questionaire) 


HOW DO OUR OPPORTUNITIES IN 
THIS COMPANY COMPARE WITH 
THOSE WITH YOUR LAST 
EMPLOYER? 


Pro: The Company is going ahead faster 
Pro: Future activity of Co. seems more 
assured. 

Con: No definite advancement schedule 

or merit increase plan. (There is 

one but this person evidently does 

not know about it.) 

It's not based on experience or 

length of service with the Company 

or ability, other Companies con- 

sider those. 

If you've got what it takes you can 

go as far up the ladder as you 

care to. 

: The work is easier and more 
money. 

: More responsibility and more op- 
portunity for advancement. 

: Hours and pay better. People more 
friendly, better atmosphere. 

: Where I use to work it was a can- 
nery and that is just seasonal so 
it isn't so good. 

Plomb being a smaller plant, a 

person is considered more as an 

individual than part of a machine. 

I think Plomb Tool will still be in 

business after the war. Former job 

lasted as long as small companies 

could get sub-contracts. 

Before I always progressed, bui 

here we go in circles. 

No chance of advancement. 

At Plomb, education seems to be 

disregarded entirely — a college 

educations seems to mean litile. 


Con: 


Pro: 


Pro: 


Pro: 


Con: 


Con: 
Con: 


— VISIT YOUR CLUB HOUSE — 


FREE GOGGLE SERVICE 


If your safety glasses are uncomfor- 
table or give you a headache, don't lay 
them aside and expose yourself to an 
eye injury. The chances are they are 
improperly adjusted. In line with our 
policy of everything for the worker, we 
have made available to our people a 
FREE goggle service. 

Every other Monday BILL SMITH, an 
expert optometrist, goes through the 
shop to adjust and service your gog- 
gles. He covers both shifts from 4:00 
to 5:30 P.M. Get acquainted with Bill, 
and let him keep your goggles in order 
and ycur eyes intact. 

Many people in the shop are now 
enjoying the benefit of prescription 
safety glasses. The low cost will aston- 
ish you! Save your eyes, save your 
glasses, and save your money! See 
DAIN STURGES in Personnel Office. 


— BUY MORE WAR BONDS — 


DOGS ARE MORE SENSIBLE THAN 
PEOPLE. THEY WAG THEIR TAILS 
INSTEAD OF THEIR TONGUES. 


— VISIT YOUR CLUB HOUSE — 


